There are in fact a number of differing views on what discourse analysis actually is. Social science
researchers, for example, might argue that all their work is concerned with the analysis of discourse, yet
often take up the term in their own, sometimes different, ways (Fairclough 2003).Fairclough (2003)
contrasts what he calls ‘textually oriented discourse analysis' with approaches to discourse analysis that

.have more of a social theoretical orientation
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