Dr.Dr. Sloper's thoughts indicate that he may like him but is somewhat wary because Townsend seems to have "the assurance of the devil himself." After dinner Townsend tells Catherine he thinks Dr. Sloper does not like him, but Catherine attempts to reassure him. Catherine will not sound her father out, as Townsend suggests, because she could never oppose him or his judgment. Dr. Sloper divulges his misgivings about Townsend only to his sister Elizabeth Almond, who reports that Mrs. Penniman has told her Catherine is in love with him. Dr. Sloper is convinced that Townsend is "not what I would call a gentleman ... [and has] a vulgar nature."Elizabeth wonders that he is come to such a definite conclusion about Townsend over one dinner, but the doctor insists his lifetime of experience validates his snap judgments.Catherine wears her fancy red dress to the dinner.
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