Who Was Pablo Picasso?According to legend, his first words were "piz, piz," his childish attempt at
saying "lapiz," the Spanish word for pencil. Education Picasso's father began teaching him to draw and
paint when he was a child, and by the time he was 13 years old, his skill level had surpassed his father's.
Soon, Picasso lost all desire to do any schoolwork, choosing to spend the school days doodling in his
notebook instead. In 1895, when Picasso was 14 years old, his family moved to Barcelona, Spain, where
he quickly applied to the city's prestigious School of Fine Arts. Although the school typically only
accepted students several years his senior, Picasso's entrance exam was so extraordinary that he was
granted an exception and admitted. Nevertheless, Picasso chafed at the School of Fine Arts' strict rules
and formalities, and began skipping class so that he could roam the streets of Barcelona, sketching the
city scenes he observed. In 1897, a 16-year-old Picasso moved to Madrid to attend the Royal Academy
of San Fernando. However, he again became frustrated with his school's singular focus on classical
subjects and techniques. During this time, he wrote to a friend: "They just go on and on about the same
old stuff: Velazquez for painting, Michelangelo for sculpture."Picasso is credited, along with Georges

.Braque, with the creation of Cubism
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