Connective tissue binds organs together, provides supportand protection, fills spaces, produces blood cells, and storesfat.As a rule, connective tissue cells are widely separated bya matrix, consisting of a noncellular material that varies in.consistency from solid to semifluid to fluid.White coHagen fiberscontain collagen, a protein that gives them flexibility andstrength.The matrix mayhave fibers of three possible types.
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