Taxcompetitionisanoldconcept,butpoliticalandacademicinterestinitisfairlynew.Foralongtime,taxesweresimplytoolowandcross-nationaltaxdifferentialstoosmalltotriggersignificantcross-bordermovementsoftaxpayersandbases.Inthetwentiethcentury,taxburdensincreaseddramaticallybutsodidrestrictionstocross-bordermobility:hightariffs,strictcapitalcontrols,limitedcurrencyconvertibilityandtoughvisaandimmigrationlawsgreatlyreducedthescopeforinternationaltaxavoidanceandevasion.Thischangedwiththeonsetofdeepeconomicintegrationinthe1980s.Mobilitybarrierswerebeingeroded.Tradeliberalization,capitaldecontrolandcurrencyconvertibilityatthegloballevel,regionalintegrationschemessuchastheEU’sSingleMarketorNAFTA,aswellasnewcommunicationsandtransporttechnologiesgreatlyreducedthetransactioncostsofmovinggoods,services,capitalandjobsacrossnationalborders.Manyobserversfeared(Sinn,1990;Scharpf,1991;Steinmo,1994;Tanzi,1995;Rodrik,1997),whileothershoped(EdwardsandKeen,1996),thatthisdevelopmentwouldpullthefiscalrugoutfromunderthewelfarestate.Exit,theyargued,wouldbecomeaviablestrategyandacredibleimplicitthreatfortaxpayers,forcingnationaltaxauthoritiestocompetefor,ratherthantoimposeon,taxableassetsandactivities.Internationaltaxcompetitionseemedtofinallycomeintoitsownandstarteditsascentasatopicforpoliticalandacademicdebate
تم تلخيص النص بواسطة موقع لخصلي © lakhasly.com
