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Historicism/ Traditional Grammar In the 18th century, the first use of the comparative method by William
Jones sparked the rise of comparative linguistics. Bloomfield attributes "the first great scientific linguistic
work of the world" to Jacob Grimm, who wrote Deutsche Grammatik.[17] It was soon followed by other
authors writing similar comparative studies on other language groups of Europe. The scientific study of
language was broadened from Indo-European to language in general by Wilhelm von Humboldt, of
whom Bloomfield asserts: "This study received its foundation at the hands of the Prussian statesman
and scholar Wilhelm von Humboldt (1767—1835), especially in the first volume of his work on Kavi, the
literary language of Java, entitled Über die Verschiedenheit des menschlichen Sprachbaues und ihren
Einfluß auf die geistige Entwickelung des Menschengeschlechts (‘On the Variety of the Structure of
Human Language and its Influence upon the Mental Development of the Human Race’)."


