The media is best defined by the roles they play in society.But, perhaps one of the most important roles played by the media within modern democracies is the watchdog role; through which the media monitors the performance and conduct of governments, to ensure that they adhere to the promises and expectations of those who put them into power.The media, through its reporting, can put a spotlight on critical developments that impact negatively and positively on people's lives, as well as bringing to the fore issues that are often ignored and voices that are marginalised.They educate, inform and entertain through news, features and analysis in the press.Women are often portrayed in subordinate roles to men.
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