Air as a conductor You read that air is an insulator.For a spark or lightning to occur, freely moving
charged particles must be formed in air, which is normally neutral. The spark that jumps between your
finger and a doorknob after you have rubbed your feet on a carpet discharges you.In the case of
lightning, excess charges in the cloud and on the ground exert enough force to temporarily remove

electrons from the molecules in the air.
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