**Discovering the Maldives** The Maldives, a tropical paradise in the Indian Ocean, boasts over 1,190
coral islands across 26 atolls. Known for its turquoise waters, white sandy beaches, and vibrant marine
life, it's a haven for snorkeling and diving. The capital, Malé, showcases colorful buildings and bustling
markets, reflecting a rich culture influenced by South Asian, Arab, and African traditions. Despite its
beauty, the Maldives is the lowest country in the world, with an average elevation of just 1.5 meters
above sea level. This makes it vulnerable to climate change and rising sea levels. The Maldives is a
beautiful getaway facing significant environmental challenges.
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