25FamilypedigreesandgenetictestsThesimplestformofinheritancei
sMendelianinheritanceorinheritanceofdominantandrecessivetrait
s.Dominanttraitsareexpressedbythepresenceofasingleallele(domi
nantallele).Ontheotherhand,recessivetraitsareexpressedinabsenc
eofdominantalleles(whenbothallelesarerecessive).lnheritanceofd
ifferenthumancharactersanddiseasescanbeexplainedbyMendelian
laws.Followingthehistoryofinheritanceforcharactersinahumanfami
lycanenabletheconstructionoffamilytreeorpedigree.Pedigreeorfam
ilytreecanhelpfollowtheinheritanceofhumangeneticdisorders.Thes
egenesmaybelocatedonsomaticchromosomes(autosomes)orsexchr

omosomes.e.2
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