The term “etude” has long been used to describe pieces of technical, sometimes virtuosic, difficulty,
focused on training and refining a specific aspect of a performer’s technique. Masters such as Czerny
and Hanon wrote notorious etudes that are legendary exercises in finger and hand dexterity and
strength. Although invaluable in this regard, these etudes are lacking in musical development, since
most of them are merely repetitions of the same general pattern of notes. They have no inherent
musicality.
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