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The French Revolution[a] was a period of political and societal change in France that began with the
Estates General of 1789 and ended with the Coup of 18 Brumaire on 9 November 1799.Its instability
ended in 1799 with the coup of 18 Brumaire and the establishment of the Consulate, with Napoleon
Bonaparte as First Consul.Many of the revolution's ideas are considered fundamental principles of liberal
democracy,[1] and its values remain central to modern French political discourse.[2] It was caused by a
combination of social, political, and economic factors which the existing regime proved unable to
manage.King Louis XVI's attempted flight to Varennes in June 1791 further discredited the monarchy,
and military defeats after the outbreak of the French Revolutionary Wars in April 1792 led to the
insurrection of 10 August 1792.After another revolt in June 1793, the constitution was suspended, and
political power passed from the National Convention to the Committee of Public Safety, dominated by
radical Jacobins led by Maximilien Robespierre.


