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Yes, the setting is important in “A Summer’s Reading” because it reflects and influences the characters
and their actions. The story takes place in a poor, working-class immigrant neighborhood in New York
City, where people have limited opportunities but hold strong values about self-respect and community.
This environment shapes George’s feelings of inadequacy and his desire to improve himself. The heat of
the summer symbolizes George’s inner restlessness and discomfort with his life, while the small
community adds pressure as everyone’s actions and reputations are closely observed. The setting
emphasizes George’s struggles and his eventual motivation to change.


