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The bacterial genome consists of a single , circular chromosome that carries all of the essential genes
and also the non - essential genes , and one or more varieties of small DNA circles called plasmid that
generally carries non - essential gene ( Fig.I ) .Many plasmids contain mobile DNA elements or
sequences called as transposons ( jumping genes ) .Plasmids replicate independently of the
chromosome , and can exist in the cell as one copy or as many copies .


