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The presence of a population who spoke Proto-Armenian in Urartu prior to its demise is subject to
speculation, but the existence of Urartian words in the Armenian language and Armenian loanwords into
Urartian suggests early contact between the two languages and long periods of
bilingualism.Furthermore, over 250 years of usage, it shows no development, which is taken to indicate
that the language had ceased to be spoken before the time of the inscriptions or was used only for
official purposes.[better source needed] A complementary theory, suggested by Tamaz V. Gamkrelidze
and Ivanov in 1984, places the Proto-Indo-European homeland (the location where Indo-European
would have emerged from) in the Armenian Highlands, which would entail the presence of proto-
Armenians in the area during the entire lifetime of the Urartian state.[103] Although this theory has less
support than the more popular Kurgan hypothesis, the Armenian hypothesis would support the theory
that the Urartian language was not spoken, but simply written, and postulates that the Armenian
language was an in situ development of a 3rd millennium BC Proto-Indo-European languageUntil
recently, it was generally assumed that Proto-Armenian speakers entered Anatolia around 1200 BC,
during the Bronze Age Collapse, which was three to four centuries before the emergence of the
Kingdom of Van.


