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In their original Greek version, Doric columns stood directly on the flat pavement (the stylobate) of a
temple without a base. With a height only four to eight times their diameter, the columns were the most
squat of all the classical orders; their vertical shafts were fluted with 20 parallel concave grooves; and
they were topped by a smooth capital that flared from the column to meet a square abacus at the
intersection with the horizontal beam (architrave) that they carried.


