"The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson is a powerful, short story that starts in a small, seemingly serene village
where residents eagerly gather for an annual lottery. The mood is deceptively festive, but there’s an
underlying tension. Each family draws a slip of paper from an old, black box. The climax hits when
Tessie Hutchinson draws the marked slip. Suddenly, the tone shifts from ordinary to horrifying as the
townspeople—her friends, neighbors, even family—turn on her, stoning her to death. Jackson
masterfully critiques conformity, tradition, and the dark side of human nature. It's a jarring reminder of

how easily normality can mask cruelty. Any aspect you’'d like to dive deeper into?
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