Hamlet, Prince of DenmarkCHARACTERSClaudius, King of DenmarkHamlet, son of the last king, and nephew of the present oneHoratio, friend of HamletPolonius, Minister of StateLaertes, son of PoloniusMarcellus, a guardGhost of Hamlet's fatherA group of ActorsGertrude, Queen of Denmark and mother of HamletOphelia, daughter of PoloniusLess than two months after the sudden death of King Hamlet,Gertrude, Queen of Denmark, married his brother Claudius.Thiswas judged by everyone at that time to be a strangely unwise orunfeeling act, or even worse.But young Hamlet had strong suspicions thatClaudius himself was the snake, and that the snake that had bittenhis father now wore his crown.Being of a most honourable character himself, he wasgready troubled by the shame of his mother's marriage; shame,and grief at his father's death, made him fall into a state of deep54sadness.Although the loss of the crown was a bitter wound to thisyoung prince, it was not this that troubled him and took away allhis cheerful spirits - it was the fact that his mother had shownherself to be so forgetful of his father's memory.This in itselfwas a very improper and unlawful marriage, as they were suchclose relations, but it was made much worse by the speed withwhich it was done and by the unkingly character of the manwhom she had chosen.In this way he was able toprevent young Hamlet, the son of the buried king and his lawfulheir, from becoming king.Claudius was in no way like her first husband in the qualitiesof his person or his mind.o
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