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Muhammad Ali was born on January 17, 1942 in Louisville, Kentucky.Martin began to feature Ali on his
local television show, "Tomorrow's Champions," and he started Ali working out at Louisville's Columbia
Gym. An African American trainer named Fred Stoner taught Ali the science of boxing. Among the many
things Ali learned was how to move with the grace and ease of a dancer. Although his schoolwork
suffered, Ali devoted all of his time to boxing and improved steadily. Martin served as his early coach,
teaching him the technicalities of the game. In the last four years of his amateur career, he was trained
by cutman Chuck Bodak. At the age of eighteen he competed in the 1960 Olympic games held in Rome,
Italy, winning the gold medal in the light heavyweight division. This led to a contract with a group of
millionaires called the Louisville Sponsors Group. It was the biggest contract ever signed by a
professional boxer. Ali worked his way through a series of professional victories, using a style that
combined speed with great punching power. He was described by one of his handlers as having the
ability to "float like a butterfly, and sting like a bee."Integration is wrong.


