DETROIT -- In a sea of black and gold screams, Matt Painter climbed the ladder and held his hand in the air before he snipped the net at Little Caesars Arena.A year ago, he had to do it at Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, while Fairleigh Dickinson celebrated its victory as the second 16-seed in NCAA tournament history to knock off a 1-seed.Minutes before Purdue had sealed a contentious 72-66 win over Tennessee in the Elite Eight on Sunday to secure the school's third trip to the Final Four, however, Painter thought about the talk."We've all got them. Only one coach doesn't get to use it."Yet, the Boilermakers never fled the shadow cast by that upset loss.Painters' players looked at him with tears in their eyes and wondered how it had all fallen apart -- and if they could ever put it back together again."That speech stinks," Painter said."We knew that's what the game was going to be," Edey said."When you go up against a team like Tennessee, a win is not always going to be pretty. The only thing that matters is getting the job done in the end."
Summarized by © lakhasly.com
