As the boys on the island progress from well-behaved, orderly children longing for rescue to cruel,
bloodthirsty hunters who have no desire to return to civilization, they naturally lose the sense of
innocence that they possessed at the beginning of the novel. The painted savages in Chapter 12 who
have hunted, tortured, and killed animals and human beings are a far cry from the guileless children
swimming in the lagoon oon in Chapter 3.Golding implies that civilization can mitigate but never wipe out
the innate evil that exists within all human beings.
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